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in time to build a car, you can’t do it.
Eventually, this is going to damage our
economy and Kill jobs.

So I would like to reiterate, in con-
clusion, that the HUMANE Act is bi-
partisan; it is bicameral; and it would
provide real relief for folks in Texas
and other border states who are strug-
gling to manage the crisis. Most impor-
tantly, it would be a much more hu-
mane way to treat these children and
families who are flooding across our
southern border.

I know most of our congressional
Democratic friends have adopted the
posture of reflexively standing against
the President on anything and every-
thing he asks for rather than standing
for policies that would actually become
the law and make the situation better.

I think this is a much better solution
than tariffs on Mexican goods brought
into the United States.

The President’s team is negotiating
the United States-Mexico-Canada
Agreement, the USMCA, and I am
hopeful we can get that passed here in
the Congress once it is sent over from
the administration. But I worry that
not only are these tariffs that are po-
tentially being placed on goods brought
in the United States going to hurt our
booming economy and jobs here, they
also are going to jeopardize the passage
of the USMCA—the successor to
NAFTA, which I think we should all
acknowledge is a big, positive develop-
ment for the administration. Why
would we jeopardize the passage of the
USMCA? Why would we hurt our econ-
omy while trying to punish Mexico for
not doing more—which they should do
to stop the illegal passage of people
across their country when there is a
reasonable and responsible alternative.

I urge all of my colleagues to take a
serious look at the HUMANE Act so we
can finally do our part, which only we
in Congress can do to stem the flow of
Central American migrants who are
flooding our borders and to prevent
criminals and human smugglers from
infiltrating our country as they are
doing now.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

DETER ACT

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I want
to thank my colleagues for supporting
the Defending Elections against Trolls
from Enemy Regimes Act, aka the
DETER Act, a bipartisan piece of legis-
lation I introduced with the chairman
of the Judiciary Committee, Senator
LINDSEY GRAHAM, Senator
BLUMENTHAL, and Senator GRASSLEY.

This legislation would prevent for-
eign regimes from exploiting U.S. im-
migration laws to undermine U.S. elec-
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tions. Specifically, it would make ‘‘im-
proper interference in U.S. elections’ a
violation of immigration law.

Given the ongoing threat to the
United States in terms of the integrity
of our electoral process from Russian
interference, we need to ensure that we
are denying—and, if necessary, revok-
ing—any visas to foreign nationals who
seek to improperly interfere in our
elections.

One of the most important
takeaways from the Mueller report is
that Russia successfully attacked
America in 2016 by doing everything it
could to undermine our election proc-
ess.

Page 1 of the Mueller report says:
“The Russian government interfered in
the 2016 presidential election in sweep-
ing and systematic fashion.”

The report detailed numerous exam-
ples of Russian interference, including
an ‘‘intelligence-gathering mission”
that employees of the Internet Re-
search Agency—also known as the
IRA—took in June of 2014. The IRA was
the Russian troll farm that waged in-
formation warfare against the 2016
election with stolen identities, fake so-
cial media accounts, fake campaign
events, and even attacking the voter
list for the State of Illinois.

The report and the earlier indictment
of several IRA employees noted that
two of the Russians arrived in the
United States for a 3-week trip ‘‘for the
purpose of collecting intelligence to in-
form [IRA’s] operations.”

The DETER Act would respond to
threats like this, barring foreign actors
from traveling to our country to inter-
fere in our elections. I thank my col-
leagues for supporting this important
legislation which was approved on
Monday night. I hope the U.S. House of
Representatives will quickly pass it
and send it to the President’s desk for
his signature.

This should be the first of many steps
Congress takes to deter and punish fu-
ture election interference by the Rus-
sians or by any foreign power.

IMMIGRATION AND CUSTOMS ENFORCEMENT

Mr. President, as a Presidential can-
didate, Donald Trump campaigned on a
promise to the American people that
he would ‘‘get tough’” on immigrants
and secure our border. We heard it loud
and clear, didn’t we. The wall was to be
built by the Mexicans, accusing Mexi-
cans coming into this country of being
murderers and rapists. We heard it over
and over and over again.

Now, more than 2 years into the
Trump administration, it is clear that
the President has failed in his efforts
on immigration—especially when it
comes to families and children. It is
obvious our southern border today is
much less secure than it was when
Donald Trump took office.

Take a look at these numbers. They
tell the story, a dramatic story. In fis-
cal year 2017, which was the end of the
Obama administration and the begin-
ning of the Trump administration, in
12 months, 303,000 people were appre-
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hended at our border, including 75,000
families and 41,000 unaccompanied chil-
dren. Now, 2 years later, the numbers
are dramatically higher under Presi-
dent Trump’s watch. Only 6 months
into this fiscal year 2019, 361,000 people
have already been apprehended at the
border. It was 303,000 over a 12-month
period 2 years ago, when the President
took office; now, 361,000 in 6 months,
including 189,000 families and 36,000 un-
accompanied children. That is more
total apprehensions in the first half of
this year, in the first 6 months, than
all 12 months of 2017.

The Department of Homeland Secu-
rity has been engulfed in Trumpian
chaos. In less than 2% years of the
Trump administration, there have al-
ready been four heads of the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security—four—in
2% years: Secretary John Kelly, Acting
Secretary Elaine Duke, Secretary
Kirstjen Nielsen, and now Acting Sec-
retary Kevin McAleenan. Within the
Department of Homeland Security,
there have already been, under this ad-
ministration, in a little over 2 years,
four Acting Directors of Immigration
and Customs Enforcement and three
nominees to head this agency.

Under President Trump, ICE has
never had a Director confirmed by this
Republican-controlled Senate, which
spends all of its time approving nomi-
nees. The Trump administration has
never had a Director of ICE confirmed
because the proposed nominees’ names
keep changing. In fact, every major po-
sition at the Department of Homeland
Security is now held by a temporary
appointee not confirmed by the Sen-
ate—not confirmed by the Republican-
controlled Senate.

A major front in President Trump’s
war on immigrants has been his attack
on Dreamers. Dreamers are young im-
migrants who came to the TUnited
States as infants, toddlers, and chil-
dren. They have gone to school with
our kids. They have given back to their
communities as teachers, nurses, engi-
neers, and even soldiers. They are
American in every way except for their
official immigration status.

In 2010, I joined with the late Repub-
lican Senator Dick Lugar of Indiana,
on a bipartisan basis, calling on Presi-
dent Obama to use his legal authority
to try to protect these Dreamers from
deportation. President Obama re-
sponded by creating the Deferred Ac-
tion for Childhood Arrivals Program,
known as DACA.

DACA provided a temporary 2-year
legal status to Dreamers if they
stepped forward, paid a filing fee, went
through a criminal background check,
registered with the government, and
had nothing in their background that
would disqualify them from staying in
the United States.

More than 800,000 of these young peo-
ple came forward. They received DACA
protection. DACA has really given
them their first chance, on a 2-year re-
newable basis, to not be afraid of de-
portation and to be able to legally
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